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Mighty River plans wind farm

Mighty River Power plans to
build up to 131 wind turbines
in Palmerston North’s Turitea
Reserve and on neighbouring
properties.

The state-owned company
confirmed it will seek resource
consents for the wind farm,
which could potentially gener-
ate up to 360MW of electricity
for the national grid, enough to
power 150,000 houses. Consist-
ent wind speeds at the north-

ern end of the Tararua Forest
Park make the site potentially
“one of New Zealand’s most
successful wind generation
developments”, according to
Mighty River Power.

Applications for resource
consents will be heard by inde-
pendent commissioners.

It is understood that most of
the planned 131 turbines
would be on private land.

The controversial plan — a

joint venture between Palmer-
ston North City Council and
Mighty River Power — involves
using revenue generated by
the wind farm to create an eco-
park.

Council business develop-
ment executive Mike Manson
said the park would be about
the size of Kapiti Island.

No more than 25ha of the
reserve would be used for the
wind farm, he said.

This press clip was produced under license and a copyright fee paid. If you intend to copy this clipping (including

digital conversion or storage) you must obtain a license from the Print Media Copyright Agency. Ph: (04) 498 4488 Ref: 38967908

or email info@pmca.co.nz



